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It is recommended that this report be received by the Library Board. 
 
Library News of Relevance 
 

• Mayor Ed Holder has officially signed the Urban Libraries Council (ULC) 
Statement on Equitable Public Access to E-Books, one of 41 Canadian and 67 
U.S. Mayors (as of Jan 24) to do so. The Urban Libraries Council is an innovation 
and impact tank of North America’s leading public library systems that drives 
cutting-edge research and strategic partnerships to elevate the power of libraries 
as essential, transformative institutions for the 21st-century. Toronto City 
Librarian Vickery Bowles is currently the Board Chair. 

 
• Overdrive, Inc., currently owned by Rakuten, a Japanese online retail company, 

is being sold to KKR, a very large U.S. investment firm, famous for being at the 
centre of the RJR Nabiso Leveraged Buyout that was depicted in the book 
Barbarian at the Gate: The Fall of RJR Nabisco. Overdrive is the largest provider 
and distributor of eBooks and other digital content in public libraries, and the 
main supplier of eBooks to London PL. KKR also owns RB Media (Recorded 
Books), a major supplier of audiobooks to the public library market. For an 
analysis of the impact, please read this article from American Libraries. 

 
• Ex Libris, a major supplier of integrated library system (ILS) software and support 

to libraries, has purchased Innovative Interfaces, the provider of LPL’s Sierra ILS. 
Ex Libris’ primary focus has been academic libraries. Recently, the Ontario 
Council of University Libraries (OCUL) – comprising 13 major universities in 
Ontario, including Western – participated in a collaborative purchase of the Alma 
and Primo solutions from Ex Libris. Ex Libris is owned by Proquest, a major 
supplier of library software, content and other services. 

 

https://www.urbanlibraries.org/initiatives/statement-on-equitable-public-access-to-e-books
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/overdrives-new-owners-what-means/

